In the first week of November the following troops arrived at Agra, and encamped on the brigade parade ground:?
A The system was also adopted in the 12ih Cavalry, but the majority of the natives went far back to the rear of all.
Water for Drinking and Cooking.?Good water at Agra is known to be scarce, and I am doubtful whether good arrangements for its supply were in practice with all, up to the date of departure.
Filter stands were not to be had except for the hospitals, but bamboos and ail appliances for filtering were indented for and supplied as quickly as possible, so that filters could be made up by each regiment. Otherwise, and before they were in use, the best wells were had recourse to, and the water allowed to stand in " ghurras" to allow of impurities settling ; it was then transferred into clean vessels for use. This was found to answer without using other artificial means, the supply of which would have been difficult. The above plan was adopted also by the 12th Cavalry, Avhile the soldiers of the other native regiments made their own arrangements, and they may be generally trusted to do so.
Water for Washing.?In an ordinary march two camp kettles per tent are the appliances for the use of sixteen men; but in a standing camp of some weeks' duration more extended accommodation was necessary, and small tents were therefore applied for, to be pitched on the flanks of regiments, and to be supplied witli a proportion of tubs (hogsheads cut in half) for bathing purposes ; by degrees the required appliances were afforded.
Cots were supplied to the hospitals where doolies were not already in use; and one regiment applied for and received straw for bedding during its halt.
Each camp, within its own area, had cleanly and seemly arrangements for its cooking. Extra establishments with carts and barrels were supplied, as far as was in the power of the station authorities, for the disposal of the refuse and waste water of the cooking ranges; where they were not available, the regiments themselves met the difficulty, and the places were always clean and wholesome.
Such is an outline of the main features adopted to keep the encampment in a fair sanitary condition. On commencing the work, it seemed hopeless to expect that all could be put into proper working order before the breaking up of the camp ; but by cordial co-operation everything was arranged for some five or six days before the move began, and then all might have gone on healthily and satisfactorily for many weeks.
On the occasion of an assembly of a large camp, it would simplify matters so much, make everything run so smoothly between regiments and departments, and be of such comfort to officers and men, if the course directed in the Army Medical The first case reported was a sepoy of the 8th Native Infantry on the early morning of the 12th; the 101st were the next affected (four of -whom, now and subsequently were attacked and died), and some servants in the right flank of the Head-Quarters Camp were seized about the same date. On the 15th, a second case occurred in the 8th Native Infantry.
There was now a lull for a few days. On the 22ad, another man of the 8th fell ill, and on the evening of the same date the servants on the same flank of the Head-Quarters Camp were more severely attacked.
On the 23rd that camp was half broken up, and the remainder followed on the 24th ; the 101st moving across the river on the same date, and arrangements were made for the breaking up of the whole encampment.
Cholera appears to have been brought to the vicinity of the station, and probably within it, by the followers and troops of the Chiefs from liajpootana and Central India. Oar camp nearest the station was the first affected, and the extension of the disease would seem to have followed the stream of intercourse from station to camp, and also somewhat in the course of the prevailing wind.
The camp was not broken up one day too soon. A case had occurred in the Body Guard and among the followers /of the Vice-regal camp, and subsequently two were fatal in tab 2nd Battalion Ilifle Brigade, before the final dispersion of tlfe force.
